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The Challenge of Sustainable Lifestyles
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The Math of Sustainability
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Table 4-1. Population and Carbon Dioxide Emissions, Selected Countries, 2004

Country CO2 Emissions or Region
Population Emissions per Person

(million) (million tons) (tons of CO2)

United States 294 5,815 19.8
China 1,303 4,762 3.7
Russia 144 1,553 10.8
Japan 128 1,271 10.0
India 1,080 1,103 1.0 ¢
Germany 83 839 10.2
United Kingdom 60 542 9.1
France 62 386 6.2
Bangladesh 139 35 0.3
European Union

(15 countries) 386 3,317 8.6

World 6,352 26,930 4.2
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Figure 4-1. Carbon Intensity of GDP, 1990-2004
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The “Science of Desire”
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The Paradox of Well-being
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Figure 4-2. Subjective Well-being and Per Capita Income, 2000
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Live Better by Consuming Less?
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Competing for Status and for Survival
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Figure 4-3. Domain Satisfaction by Social Group, England

Source: Defra —
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Key (examples of occupations in each social group)

AB: doctor, lawyer, accountant, teacher, nurse, police officer

C: junior manager, student, clerical worker, foreperson, plumber
D: manual worker, shop worker, apprentice

E: casual laborer, unemployed
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The “ lron Cage ” of Consumerism
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Living Well and Within Limits
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